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genial to him, even when ho was sovereign of
Arabia." *

Mohammad was fully forty before he felt himself
called to be an apostle to his people. If he did not
actually worship the local deities of the place, at
least..he made no public protest against the fetish
worship GX, the Kureysh. Yet in the several phases
of his life, iritis contact with traders, in his associa-
tion with Zeyd and other men, he had gained an
insight into better things than idols and human
sacrifices, divining-arrows, fetish mountains and stars.
He had heard a dim echo of some " religion of
Abraham"; he had listened to the stories of the
Haggadah; he knew a very little about Jesus of
Nazareth. He seexns to have suffered long under the
burden of doubt and self-distrust. He used to
wonder about the hills alone, brooding over these
things ; he shunned the society of men, and " solitude
became a passion to him.55

At length came the crisis. He was spending the
sacred months on Mount Hira, " a huge barren rock,
torn by cleft and hollow ravine, standing out solitary
in the full white glare of the desert sun, shadowless,
flowerless, without well or rill." Here, in a cave,
Mohammad gave himself up to prayer and fasting.
Long months or even years of doubt had increased
his nervous excitable disposition. He had, they
say, cataleptic fits during his childhood, and was

* R. Boswortli Smith, " Moliammed and Mohammedanism,"
2nd ed. p. 131.